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Probably no other works of ancient literature have had a greater influence on religious life and

thought than the Four Gospels. Certainly no other works have been the subject of such intense

study by those determined to learn more about the Gospels' central, often enigmatic, figure. And

yet, despite the bewildering variety of scholarly approaches, few have sought to interpret the

Gospels in terms of the distinctive spirituality that each contains and seeks to evoke in its readers.

That is the aim of this important new book - to help today's readers explore what each Gospel has

to offer when viewed by its own right as a classic of Western spirituality. Written in a clear,

non-technical style, the fresh perspectives this work presents will open new vistas on the familiar

stories about the life, teaching, and ultimate significance of Jesus.
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Stephen C. Barton is a native of Sydney, Australia, and is currently Reader in the Department of

Theology and Religion at Durham University, Durham, England. He is the author of 'Life Together:

Family, Sexuality and Community in the New Testament and Today' (2001) and 'Discipleship and

Family Ties in Mark and Matthew '(2003) and editor of 'The Cambridge Companion to the Gospels'

(2006).

Barton's short book surveys the four gospels to sketch the contours of how each describes what it

means to know and respond to God. It's not a detailed commentary, so don't buy it if you're looking



for detailed exegesis. However, the book is an excellent and insightful view of its actual

task--looking into these primary documents as sources for a vibrant spirituality.The book is

particularly good at showing the features that make each gospel unique, and does so in a balanced

way that shows the potential weaknesses of the individual gospels. In the end, though, Barton's

approach avoids cynicism by recognizing that the canon finds balance by holding the four gospels

together, even in their points of tension.This is a good, easy, and useful read. There are solid

endnotes in each chapter, but the text is quite readable without being a career academic. Greek

terms are all transliterated. I think it would be valuable to a wide range of readers.
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